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1. Introduction 

This deliverable presents the Interactive Energy Saving Platform of the START2ACT project that is accessible via 

http://start2act.eu. This feature is one of the project's core activities for supporting young SMEs and startups in 

Europe with integrating energy efficiency measures into their everyday work routine and applying these at home 

too. 

The Platform takes a substantially different approach in addressing this aim compared to the other three core 

START2ACT activities (i.e. business breakfasts for energy efficiency, on-site training for SMEs and mentoring 

startups), which will support the target groups through physical interaction. The Platform is integrated into the 

START2ACT webpage and provides the target groups with the opportunity to remotely tap into a rich pool of 

information and self-training sources. With these two different approaches, START2ACT seeks to offer a 

complementary support scheme which fits the varying needs and interests of people at young SMEs and startups 

while at the same time boosting its cumulative outreach. 

The Interactive Online Platform consists of four sections intended to provide the visitor with a wide range of 

possibilities to make progress towards more energy efficient behaviour at work and at home:  

» Knowledge Base  

» Energy Saving Competition  

» E-Learning  

» Interactive Social Platform  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://start2act.eu/


 ENGAGING EUROPEAN STARTUPS AND YOUNG SMES FOR ACTION FOR SUSTAINABLE ENERGY │2 

 
 
 

  
 This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 696069 

2. User access 

Visitors of the START2ACT website can enter the Interactive Energy Saving Platform through the access button 

(Figure 1) on the START2ACT home page. The Knowledge base with its rich pool of information and tools on energy 

efficiency can be entered without registration. To enter the E-learning section and the Energy Saving Competition of 

the platform we ask the user to complete a quick free-of-charge registration. 

 

Figure 1: Access button to the Interactive Online Platform on the START2ACT web page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 ENGAGING EUROPEAN STARTUPS AND YOUNG SMES FOR ACTION FOR SUSTAINABLE ENERGY │3 

 
 
 

  
 This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 696069 

3. Knowledge base 

This tool can be accessed without registration by any interested user. The START2ACT knowledge base is a structured 

repository of available knowledge on energy efficiency in office environments and at home. START2ACT 

amalgamates a large pool of information in these areas from partner expertise, previous initiatives and projects. Its 

aim is to engage people at young SMEs and startups across Europe in acting more energy efficiently in their everyday 

life by presenting this information in an interactive, interesting and freely accessible way. 

All content is structured in a manner easily and intuitively accessible by the user. Within just a few clicks, any person 

entering the platform will be able to select topics that suit her/his interest and background. The above-mentioned 

pool of information is broken up in smaller digestible chunks presented via different topic areas. The topic areas can 

be browsed via a pre-selection. The screenshots taken from the START2ACT web page in Figure 2, Figure 3,Figure 4 

and Figure 5 illustrate these pre-selection steps. 

 

Figure 2: Entry page to the START2ACT Knowledge base; the user can make the first selection: SME - Startup 
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Figure 3: START2ACT Knowledge base: Energy Efficiency at an SME; after the user has chosen SME in the first selection 
(Figure 2) she/he can further select whether to see contents for a manager or an employee. 
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Figure 4: START2ACT Knowledge base: Energy Efficiency at a Startup; after the user has chosen startup in the first selection 
(Figure 2) she/he can further select whether to see contents for a manager or an employee. 
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Figure 5: START2ACT Knowledge base: Energy efficiency measures available for employees at startups; after the user has 
chosen startup in the first selection (Figure 2) and employee in the second selection (Figure 4) she/he will see a collection of 

relevant opportunity areas for energy efficiency  
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Figure 6a: Example of one Opportunity Area for employees of startups: Save on heating and cooling: HVAC. Part 1. 
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Figure 7b: Example of one Opportunity Area for employees of startups: Save on heating and cooling: HVAC. Part 2. 
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Figure 8c: Example of one Opportunity Area for employees of startups: Save on heating and cooling: HVAC. Part 3 
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4. E-learning 

This virtual learning environment within START2ACT will provide the user with a highly interactive and engaging 

opportunity to complete short courses on energy efficiency. The E-learning environment will be available for the user 

after a short registration. As one of the features of the Interactive Energy Saving Platform, the E-learning section of 

START2ACT can be used as a standalone tool or as thematical supplement to the knowledge base. It offers the 

possibility to the user for (i) flexible and distant self-education on energy efficiency and (ii) a more structured and 

guided approach towards facilitating the easy uptake of the various energy saving options. 

The E-learning modules will encompass the following three topic complexes: 

1. Energy efficiency in the workplace  

2. Taking energy efficiency home  

3. Smart energy management for managers and owners 

A detailed description of the START2ACT E-learning is available in the Deliverable D3.4 E-learning structure and 

content. 

5. Energy Saving Competition 

This feature of the START2ACT Interactive Energy Saving Platform is designed for small businesses with offices and 

employees (this will entail, other than young SMEs, also partly startups in later stages of development). Participation 

in the Energy Saving Competition will be arranged on a company level, meaning that each company will have one 

account, and within that account there will be two types of registered users: a main contact and multiple company 

members. 

After registration, the participating companies will have the chance to self-assess the status of energy efficient 

practices and behaviour in their offices. The self-assessment tool allows participants to upload evidences of their 

actions, grouped into five sectors of activity, to the company account. The evidences are reviewed within the 

START2ACT consortium and a score is given accordingly. The participants can earn START2ACT bronze, silver, gold or 

platinum awards based on the scoring of the first self-assessment achieved.  

In order to show progress in energy efficient behaviour and awareness within the entire company, participants are 

encouraged to revisit the competition pages again and complete the self-assessment. It is intended that the self-

assessment tool is revisited several times by each participant to show the progress towards energy efficiency in the 

company.  

A detailed description on the START2ACT Energy Saving Competition is available in the Deliverable D3.5 Energy-

saving competition. 
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6. Interactive Social Platform 

The Interactive Social Platform will allow the users of the various START2ACT services (Interactive Energy Saving 

Platform, business breakfasts, on-site training of SMEs, mentoring of startups) to communicate their own 

experiences, achievements, interests and needs on the topic of energy efficiency at work and at home, and to offer 

support and advice to each other. With this function, the platform is directed towards people from young SMEs and 

startups, either involved in the physical activities of START2ACT or visitors of its online services. As all START2ACT 

activities are focused on several topic areas in regards to energy efficiency at work and at home the interactive social 

platform will provide a similar topical structure to give users the chance to launch communication in these specific 

sectors. 

In addition to this, the Interactive Social Platform will provide an "Ask the Expert" function where participants will 

have the chance to directly seek advice from the national START2ACT partners. A specifically designed section within 

the Interactive Social Platform will be set up where questions, comments or discussion items can be posted by 

registered users and the respective national START2ACT partners are responsible to provide tailored web-based 

expert advice. 

A more detailed description of the Interactive Social Platform will be available in the deliverable D3.6 Interactive 

social platform in May 2017. 


